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Little Dutch Girl 
4 x 4 quilt block 

The Johnson Building  
104 S. Shamrock Avenue on the corner with E. Rutherford Street 

 
 The Little Dutch Girl, a favorite traditional pattern, was one of the blocks 

on a Georgia Bonesteel sampler quilt made by Mary Harris Johnson of Landrum 
in the late Seventies.  Her daughter Martha J. Walker sponsored this quilt block in 
memory of her mother and in honor of Ruth Farrar, a long-time friend of her 
mother’s and one of the co-founders of the Landrum Library Quilt Club in 1980.  
The club is now known as the Landrum Quilters. 
 The block hangs on the Johnson Building which was built in 1963 by 
Martha’s parents, Mary and Tommy Johnson, and houses both professional 
offices and retail space.  Both of the Johnsons were very involved in the life of the 
Landrum community. Tommy Johnson served as the Landrum Town Clerk and 
Treasurer for several years and was named Landrum Citizen of the Year in 1992.  
His civic involvement included membership on the Spartanburg County Board of 
Education and the Spartanburg County Board of Commissioners. Mary Johnson, 
an active member of First Baptist Church of Landrum, helped establish the 
church nursery along with Ruth Farrar and served on numerous committees 
including the building committee for the fellowship hall. 

Mary and Tommy Johnson started the Landrum Insurance and Real 
Estate Agency in 1952, and the business continues to serve the Landrum area 
today under the management of Bob Walker, Martha’s husband. Bob represented 
the Landrum area in the State House of Representative from 1992 - 2008. Martha 
Walker was a math teacher for 29 years, including 23 years at Landrum High 
School. 
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Love Letters 
1 x 1 quilt block 

PJ’s Fashions 
109 E.Rutherford St., corner with Shamrock Avenue 

 
     The carved date of 1924 on this yellow brick building commemorates its 

opening as the Landrum Post Office.   The post office later moved to a building 
on South Shamrock Avenue before moving to its current location at 500 E. 
Rutherford Street. 
     Several businesses have occupied the space in the intervening years 
including a laundromat and cafe-bookstore.   
      PJ Steinman opened her clothing boutique here on April 1, 2008. 
      The Love Letters block celebrates the romantic correspondences which were 

received and delivered by the Landrum postal service. 
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Poppy 
1 x 2 quilt block 

Carolina Antiques and More 
108 E.Rutherford St 

 
    This quilt block was inspired by a quilt owned by Linda Fitzgerald-Howard, co-
owner of Carolina Antiques and More. 
     Her grandmother Helen L. Hollanda of Baltimore, MD, purchased the Poppy 
quilt pattern in 1962 and was pieced and appliquéd by her daughter Bonnie L. 
Suit in 1965.  The Garrett County (MD) Mennonite Quilters Club completed all the 
quilting. 
     Mrs. Holllanda died in 1993 and the quilt was left to Ms. Fitzgerald-Howard 
and her daughter Victoria Fitzgerald. 
     Heavner’s Variety Store occupied this 1920s building for many years.  Men’s 
and women’s clothing was found on the first floor with children’s clothing on the 
second floor.  Vegetables were stored in the basement.    Quite a few artifacts 
from Heavner’s were found when the Howards gutted and restored the building. 
     The store was vacant intermittently through the years.  Richard Conn Art 
Gallery was the last tenant before Carolina Antiques opened on August 11, 2010.   
      

 
 
 
 

Hung October 2013 
Funded by the Mary F. Kessler Fund/Polk County Community Foundation 

Tryon, NC 

18 
 

 
 

Enduring Chestnuts 
4 x 4 quilt block 

The Chesnutt Building  
156 N. Trade Avenue 

     This original quilt block Enduring Chestnuts featuring the chestnut tree and 

its fruit pays homage to the Chesnutt family and its deep roots in America.                          
After 225 years, the Chesnutt clan has come full circle, residing once again in    
North Carolina where the family landed in the late 1700s.   
       Chesnutt family members began to settle in the Charleston and Savannah 
areas in the mid-1800s. From there they proceeded into central Georgia and on 
to Birmingham, Ala.  In the late 1900s, the family settled in western Tennessee 
before returning to where they all started - North Carolina.  
       Jean Chesnutt started her UPS shipping business, The Mail Room, in 1980, 
the same year husband, Pat, established Chesnutt Associates, a manufacturers’ 
agency.  Ten years later, they erected the building they share in Landrum. 
       Residing in Tryon, NC, since 1975, the Chesnutts have three girls:  Sally and   
her husband Larry who live in Front Royal, Va., with their sons Jake and Patrick;  
Alice and husband David with sons Sam and Angus, residents of  Wilmington, 
NC; and Kathryn, her husband Craig and son Colin who live down the hill from 
her parents in Tryon, NC. 
      This close family shares a central theme: ”love each other a lot…and laugh at 
every opportunity.” 
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Railroad Crossing 

4 x 4 quilt block 
 

The Depot 
North Trade Avenue, North side of building 

 
     The railroad served as the lifeblood of Landrum from the mid-1870s until the 
Southern Railway closed its station here and in Campobello on June 29, 1973. 
      The Rev. John Gill Landrum offered the railroad four acres of land on the 
condition it be used for a station.  The railroad accepted and named the new 
depot Landrum Station. The town was founded around the depot at a public 
auction on June 12, 1877.  Rev. Landrum offered 47 lots and O. P. Earle, another 
16. A two-story structure with living quarters for the station agent and his family 
on the second floor because of the scarcity of housing.  Six years later, it burned 
and the present depot was built. 
      According to the The Landrum Leader’s July 3, 1973 article recounting the 
history of the station, “Lumber, cross ties, telephone poles, cotton, grain, peaches 
and some cattle were shipped from Landrum by farmers of northeast Greenville 
County, northwest Spartanburg County and Polk County.  In early days, the 
depot was a busy place.  For amusement many of the townspeople met trains on 
Sundays and holidays to see who was coming or going, to watch express and 
mail loaded and unloaded, and to watch, in awe, the mighty power of a smoking, 
puffing locomotive.  Grape growing got its start in the Landrum-Tryon area 
because of the ready market for fresh grapes to passengers on trains passing 
through.”  These trains ran between Asheville and Charleston until 1972. 
     After the station closed, the city was granted use of the depot in a lease that 
set the amount at $1 for 100 years.  The Landrum Civic Center officially opened 
in 1976 after renovations by several civic groups. 
     The need for more extensive work to maintain the depot became obvious after 
several decades of use. 
     On November 16, 2013, the city celebrated the re-opening and two-year 
renovation of the depot.The city’s hospitality tax fund was the principal source of 
funding, with assistance from the Polk County Community Foundation.   
      The building now houses artifacts found during the renovation and provides 
event meeting space. 
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Earle’s Star 
4 x 4 quilt block 

O. P. Earle Elementary School 
Highway 14 side of building 

 
     For a week in September 2013, some 80 students at O. P. Earle worked 
during their art class period to create two 4 x 4 foot quilt blocks.   
     The project was envisioned and carried out by Emily Berry, art teacher, and 
members of the Landrum Quilters.  PTO volunteers also assisted. 
     The Mary F. Kessler Fund/Polk County Community Foundation provided the 
finances as part of its grant to the City of Landrum for development of the 
Foothills Quilt Trail.   
      Participating in this educational project were all fifth graders at the school and 
a the fourth grade art studio students. 
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Starry Night 
4 x 4 quilt block 

O. P. Earle Elementary School 
Highway 14 side of building 

 
    The students working on the quilt blocks suggested names for their artwork 
based on the school’s 2013-14 school theme, “Reach for the stars.” 
     The two top names were Earle’s Star, honoring the school’s namesake O. P. 
Earle, and Starry Night. 

     Both blocks were unveiled during a special ceremony held during American 
Education Week. 
     Students did all of the painting and stenciling for the blocks. 
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